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however, so skilful with their bows that they inter-
cepted these stones in mid-air with their arrows
while at the same time they shot away the hands,
nose, and ears of the ogress. Then she changed her
shape again and again, baffling the efforts of the
brothers for a time, but at last they found her in the
shape of a serpent and laid her dead at their feet.
Then they went on their way again rejoicing, with the
praises of the hermits singing in their ears.

This was not the only combat in which the
brothers and the magician engaged during their
journey through the forest-lands ; but In each fight
they were successful chiefly because they lived
sparingly, exercised constantly, took great interest in
the history of the places which they passed, and
performed their religious duties with great care and
unfailing regularity. Thus, living a healthy life In
the open air, they were able to meet with confidence
of victory any danger which arose.

At last the wanderers came to the kingdom of

King Mithila, who had a lovely daughter named

Sita, of whom many wonderful tales were told, none

more strange than that of the manner of her birth.

For it was told, when the king was ploughing the

ground at a festival the beautiful princess had sprung,

:ull grown, radiant and smiling, from a furrow which

:he monarch had turned.   Further, it was said that

3ita would become the bride of any warrior who could

>end the huge and ponderous bow which the king

;ept in his armoury and which had belonged to no

ess a personage than the great god Siva.   Rama and